
Elise Aasen Håtveit 19. juni 2016

THINK PIECE
Photography from the 19th century 




This week we were learning about photography 
history. The last LA was to find a photograph from 
the 19th century and write a think piece about it. I 
searched the internet, and found the picture "the 
crawlers" by John Thomson appropriate for my 
assignment.  
This picture was a part of his "street life of London" 
work, and was a documentary about poor people in 
London and how though life could be for them. 

What caught my interest with this picture was the 
facial expression of the woman. At first I could not 
see the child on her lap, but my first thought was that 
there had to be a child there as well.

You can see from the woman's face that she has been 
through a lot. She looks tired, but she still shows love 
for the child, by keeping it safe and warm. By the 
looks of her clothes and hair she seems like a woman 
that cares about appearance.  
 

The quality of the photo is good. The woman is center placed and in focus. Background slightly blurry, but 
still you can see what it is. It also looks like the woman is in some kind of spotlight, making the object pop 
even more. The photographer was standing in front of her, slightly higher then the object, making her look 
even more pittyfull. Contrasts in the photo I think works well, and you get a good feeling about how it really 
was at the time the picture was taken. This photo tells a story well, even without knowing the story behind it. 

John Thompson was a pioneer in documentary photo and photojournalism.  By taking this photo I get the 
impression  that he was a man with empathy, and wanting to give the speachless a voice. This photo puts 
things in perspective. If you can tuck your kids in at night in a warm bed, in a house with food on the table, be 
grateful. 


